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Road Trip to the Odd and Awesome

Celebrating May
Nurses Week
May 6-12
Entertainer Rodger
2:00 PM, 394 Building
May 6
Mother’s Day Social
2:00 PM, All 3 Buildings
May 11
Mother’s Day
May 12
Entertainer Eddie
1:30 PM, 1350 Building
May 13
Memorial Service
10:00 AM, 1350 Building
May 15
Entertainer Daniel
2:00 PM, 400 Building
May 20
Memorial Day: U.S.
May 27

May 5–11 is Travel and Tourism Week, and while you
could spend all seven days visiting popular destinations
such as Niagara Falls, Mount Rushmore, or the Grand
Canyon, you could also pile into the car and take the
path less traveled to see some of America’s odd and
awesome roadside attractions.
In Houston, Texas, you’ll find the home of John Milkovisch.
Back in 1968, he grew tired of mowing the lawn, so he
decided to landscape his yard entirely in brick, marbles,
concrete, rock, and wood. He didn’t stop there: Milkovisch
continued to cover his house entirely in siding made from
aluminum beer cans. For the next 18 years, he used an
estimated 50,000 beer cans to both insulate and decorate
his home. The “Beer Can House” is not just a monument to
the power of recycling, but it is an artistic center complete
with guided tours and a gift shop.
If you’re interested in giant-sized sculptures, options abound
along America’s highways. Thirty-foot-tall dinosaurs loom
above Interstate 10 south of Palm Springs, California. An
80-foot-long blue whale rests in a lagoon along Route 66
in Catoosa, Oklahoma. Two giant milk bottles are all
that remain of the Benewah Dairy Company of Spokane,
Washington. The Longaberger Basket Company of
Newark, Ohio, spent $30 million to build its headquarters
in the shape of a seven-story picnic basket with two
150-ton handles. (The Longaberger Company has
since vacated the property but the unique building
still remains.)
For those with an itch to see the exotic, you can find
a replica of the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Niles, Illinois,
but it’s only half as tall and half as leaning. A small-scale
replica of China’s Forbidden City exists in Katy, Texas,
complete with a miniature army of 6,000 tiny terra-cotta
soldiers. You need travel no farther than Lake Havasu
City, Arizona, to see the London Bridge. Oil baron
Robert McCulloch moved all the pieces of the “fallen
down” London Bridge to Arizona and put them together
again as a ploy to draw tourists, which it has for almost
50 years.
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The Big Cheese

May Birthdays

Every May a wide field of intrepid
contestants converges on Cooper’s
Hill outside the small village of
Gloucester in England. They will
throw themselves down the 650foot hill, risking life and limb, to
chase a rolling nine-pound wheel
of double Gloucester cheese. This is the extreme
sport of cheese rolling.

In astrology, those born May 1–20 are Bulls of
Taurus. Bulls are stable, reliable, patient, and
determined. They will work hard and finish the
job no matter what gets in their way, but they
expect to be rewarded! Those born May 21–31
are Gemini’s Twins. Twins seem to have two
personalities and can blend into any situation.
They have an energetic and fun-loving side
that is the life of the party but also a deep and
emotional side that needs love and nurturing.

No one knows how this strange pastime originated.
Some say that it came from an ancient pagan rite of
spring, where bundles of burning brushwood were
rolled down the hillside to represent the rebirth of
spring after the dead of winter. After the burning
bundle was rolled down the hill, buns, biscuits,
and sweets were scattered over the hilltop as
an offering to the spirits and to ensure a plentiful
harvest. Likewise, no one knows when the rolling
bundle of burning sticks became a wheel of
cheese. What we do know is that the event was
first recorded for posterity in 1826. Notes on that
year’s cheese rolling were recorded by the town
crier, and from those notes, it is understood that
even then the event had long been a pastime.

Bing Crosby (singer) – May 3, 1903
Audrey Hepburn (actress) – May 4, 1929
Orson Welles (director) – May 6, 1915
Florence Nightingale (nurse) – May 12, 1820

The event is rather simple. Contestants assemble
at the top of Cooper’s Hill and wait for the master
of ceremonies to push the cheese down the
slope. A second after the cheese is released,
the contestants follow. The first to grab the
cheese is the winner. However, the cheese may
reach speeds of up to 70 mph, so usually no one
catches the cheese. In that case, the first to cross
the finish line is declared the winner. As simple
as the competition sounds, there is nothing easy
about chasing the cheese down the hill. Each
year, many people suffer serious injuries.
Paramedics wait at the hill’s foot, ready to cart
the injured off to local hospitals. Chris Anderson,
a repeat champion, has suffered bruised kidneys,
a concussion, and a torn calf for his victories.
In 2013, in an attempt to mitigate the risk, the
speeding wheel of cheese was swapped with
a foam replica. Not to worry, the grand prize
still remains. Winners, of course, get to take
home the cheese.

Resident Birthdays
May – May 11
Phyllis – May 13
John – May 19
Roz – May 19
Mary Pat – May 21
Ward – May 31

From the Activity Directors Desk
Our quarterly Lutheran service will be held on
May 9th at 11:00am in our 1350 building.
We will have our annual Mother’s Day social
on May 11th at 2:00pm. The social will be held
in all three buildings at the same time. If you
would like to make a reservation please
contact Kassie.
We will be holding a Memorial service for our
residents that have passed in the last quarter.
The service will be held May 15th at 10:00am
in the 1350 building. Everyone is welcome to
attend and refreshments will be served after
the service.
We’ve become more active with social media
and wanted to revisit the photo release policy
and if there were any updates we should be
aware of.
Any questions or comments feel free to
contact Kassie at (920) 412-6224 or email at
kassie@angelstouchcbrf.com

